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El Coqui

Arranged by

Carlos Rivera-Aponte



El Coquí is a  Puerto Rican children's song composed by María Luisa Muñoz and published in the book Canta 
Conmigo in 1946. María Luisa Muñoz a renowned music educator in Puerto Rico.  This song has  become one  of 
the  traditional ones amongst children in the Island. It tells the how much we appreciate the Coquí.

The Puerto Rican coquí is a very small - tiny - tree frog about one inch long. Some coquíes look green, some brown 
and some yellowish - actually they are translucent. Coquíes have a high-pitched sound and can be heard from far 
away.

The coquíes begin to sing when the sun goes down at dusk. Their melody serenades islanders to sleep. Coquíes sing 
all night long until dawn when they stop singing and head for the nest. Puerto Ricans love their coquíes and have 
written poems, stories, and Aguinaldos about them including this song  that says:

El coquí, el coquí a mi me encanta,            The coquí, the coquí, I love so much,
Es tan lindo el cantar del coquí,                  Its so beautiful the singing of the coquí,
Por las noches al irme a acostarme             At night, when I go to bed,
Me adormece cantándome así;                    It makes me sleepy singing like this:
¡Coquí, coquí, coquí, qui, qui, qui!            ¡Coquí, coquí, coquí, qui, qui, qui!
¡Coquí, coquí, coquí, qui, qui, qui!            ¡Coquí, coquí, coquí, qui, qui, qui!
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Handbells Used: 3 Octaves
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